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• Focus on hard to abate
• Heavy duty transport
• Aviation and shipping

• Assumes surplus renewable power
• Grid connected electrolysis
• Anticipated 2GW ‘pot’ of offshore wind

Rapidly 
changing 

narrative?

Ireland: National Hydrogen Strategy (2023)

• Narrative has changed
• Grid investment
• Need for storage 

• Interconnection 
• The grids: power, gas and data 
• Merging of industrial, energy and 

digital policies

Renewable 
Hydrogen

Value 
Chain?

Infrastructure 
Investment 

Energy 
Security
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New LEUs must provide dispatchable onsite or “proximate” generation/storage equal to 
their MIC

These assets must participate in the Single Electricity Market (SEM)

No current requirement for renewables, but systems must be future-proofed for low/zero 
emissions

Underperformance may lead to reduced grid access

The CRU Proposal 2025 (Large Energy User)
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Electricity demand from data centres rose from 5% (2015) to 21% (2023)

Projected to hit 30% by 2030

LEUs (especially data centres) are central to Ireland’s digital economy and foreign direct 
investment

Grid constraints and carbon targets require a new approach to energy infrastructure and 
planning

The Large Energy User: Relevance to Hydrogen?
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The Large Energy User: Relevance to Hydrogen?

Cogent strategy to align hydrogen use case 
with forecast demand and generation.

Offshore Auctions

Grid & private wire policy 

Hydrogen suitability in addressing new 
capacity (storage and generation) 
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What is needed next

Demonstrate legal clarity and 
commercial feasibility for hydrogen in 

LEU policy

Integrate hydrogen into the resilience 
narrative

Mandated net zero alignment across all 
public actors, not just central 

government

Scale and compliment sustainable 
infrastructure, storage and deployment
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Pinsent Masons Ireland LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in Ireland (registration number 1262499) and regulated by the Legal Services Regulatory Authority.  It is an affiliated entity of Pinsent Masons LLP, a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales (registered number:  OC333653).  
Reference to ‘Pinsent Masons’ is to Pinsent Masons LLP and/or one or more of the affiliated entities that practise under the name ‘Pinsent Masons’ as the context requires.  The word ‘partner’, used in relation to Pinsent Masons refers to a member or an employee or consultant of the partnership or any affiliated 
firm, with equivalent standing.  A list of members of Pinsent Masons Ireland LLP, those non-members who are designated as partners, and non-member partners in affiliated entities, is available for inspection at our offices or at www.pinsentmasons.com ©Pinsent Masons
For a full list of the jurisdictions where we operate, see www.pinsentmasons.com
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